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DEPRECATION PLAN FOR ARCGIS 10.0 AND ARCGIS 10.1 

We assess the required platforms and functionality of the ArcGIS platform at each release to account for 

changes in technologies and markets.  As a result, we add and drop some platforms and functionality at 

each release based on customer needs and technology trends. 

This document outlines the changes in platform and functionality in the ArcGIS 10.0 and the upcoming 

ArcGIS 10.1 releases. 
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ARCGIS 10 

ARCGIS DESKTOP 10.0 

 ArcGIS 10.0 is the last release of Microsoft Visual Basic for Applications (VBA); we will no longer 

support VBA beyond the ArcGIS 10.0 release.  Microsoft no longer promotes or updates VBA.  

ESRI strongly recommends that no further development occur on this platform.  Beyond ArcGIS 

10.0, ESRI will no longer be able to support VBA as a development platform.  Users who have 

custom functionality built using VBA should actively plan strategies to rewrite their applications 

using a supported development language such as Python, VB.NET, or C# so their applications 

continue to be operational and supported in future releases of ArcGIS.   

 ArcGIS 10.0 is the last release of Solaris support for ArcReader and ArcGIS Engine; we will no 

longer support the Solaris platform for this functionality beyond ArcGIS 10.0 due to limited 

demand for this platform. 

ARCINFO WORKSTATION 10.0 

 ArcGIS 10.0 is the last planned release of ArcInfo Workstation.  However, ArcInfo Workstation 

10.0 can be used in conjunction with newer versions of ArcGIS Desktop; known issues are that 

ArcDoc will not open in Windows versions that do not include legacy Windows Help support, 

and that the SDE layer and DBMS connect functionality will not be upgraded beyond the 

versions supported at ArcGIS 10.  Users will continue to be able to use their existing ArcInfo 

Workstation 10 version as the rest of the ArcGIS products and technologies evolve, but we will 

not release newer versions of ArcInfo Workstation. 

ARCIMS 10.0 

 ArcGIS 10.0 is the last release of ArcIMS on Solaris; we will no longer support ArcIMS on the 

Solaris Platform after ArcGIS 10.0.  We feel the demand for the Solaris platform has diminished 

significantly and plan on ArcGIS 10.0 being the final release of Solaris support for all products, 

with the exception of SDE technology, which will continue to be supported on this platform. 

 ArcGIS 10.0 is the last release of the ArcIMS Metadata Server; we will no longer support this 

functionality after ArcGIS 10.0.  With the advent of the new search technology in the ArcGIS 

Geoportal Extension 9.3.1, and in ArcGIS Server 10.0, we no longer see a need to maintain this 

technology. 

 The next major release after ArcGIS 10.0 will be the last planned release for ArcIMS.  Users can 

continue to use existing versions of ArcIMS after this time; however, we will no longer provide 

new releases. 

ARCGIS SERVER 10.0 
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 ArcGIS 10.0 is the last ArcGIS Server release with support for Solaris (with the exception of the 

ArcSDE technology component); we will not support this platform after ArcGIS 10.0 due to 

limited demand for the Solaris server platform.  We will continue to support the ArcSDE 

component of ArcGIS Server on the Solaris platform beyond the ArcGIS 10.0 release. 

 ArcGIS Server 10.0 is the last ArcGIS Server release with support for local connections from Web 

ADF applications.  The 10.1 Web ADF applications will only support local connections to Server 

versions prior to 10.1.  We recommend developers using local connections for accessing fine-

grained ArcObjects migrate their business logic to Server Object Extensions.  For Web ADF based 

editing applications (all of which use Local connections), we urge users to look at alternative 

web editing tools based in the ArcGIS Web Mapping APIs. 

 ArcGIS Server 10.0 is the last release with support for 32-bit operating systems.  The next 

release of ArcGIS Server (10.1) will run natively as a 64-bit application, requiring 64-bit operating 

systems. 

 ArcGIS Server 10.0 is the last release with support for VBScript or JScript on ArcGIS Server for 

Linux.  VBScript and JScript will continue to be supported on ArcGIS Server for Microsoft 

Windows.  Python scripting will be added as a replacement for these scripting languages and 

ArcGIS Desktop will support authoring Python scripts in areas where VBScript and JScript are 

presently used. 

 ArcGIS Server 10.0 is the last release supporting publishing non-optimized map documents 

(MXD files).  The next major release will only support publishing optimized maps (MSDs) as that 

is the best practice for map publishing. 

ARCGIS IMAGE SERVER 10.0 

 ArcGIS 10.0 is the last release of the stand-alone ArcGIS Image Server product.  This product has 

been replaced with the ArcGIS Server Image Extension.  Any existing users of the stand-alone 

Image Server product or technology (using ISDef files), should plan their migration to the ArcGIS 

Server Image extension.  Existing ArcGIS Image Server users should migrate from using ISDef file 

to using the Mosaic Datasets, a new data model in the geodatabase for managing collections of 

imagery and rasters.  Mosaic Datasets are created and edited with ArcGIS Desktop (ArcEditor 

and ArcInfo) and published using ArcGIS Server with the Image Extension.  Existing ISDef files 

can be added to Mosaic Datasets for conversion.  
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ARCGIS 10.1 

ARCGIS DESKTOP 10.1 

 ArcGIS 10.1 will no longer support Microsoft Visual Basic for Applications (VBA).   

 ArcGIS 10.1 will no longer support the Solaris versions of ArcReader and ArcGIS Engine. 

 ArcGIS 10.1 will be the last release supporting ArcReader for Linux.  We will no longer support 

ArcReader on Linux after the ArcGIS 10.1 release. 

ARCINFO WORKSTATION 10.1 

 There are no plans to release a new version of ArcInfo Workstation at ArcGIS 10.1.  However, 

ArcInfo Workstation 10.0 will be able to be used in conjunction with newer versions of ArcGIS 

Desktop.  Users will continue to be able to use their existing ArcGIS 10.0 version, but we will not 

release newer versions.   

ARCIMS 10.1 

 ArcGIS 10.1 will be the last planned release for ArcIMS,.  At ArcGIS 10.1 ArcIMS will more to the 

“Mature” phase in the Product Lifecycle.  Users can continue to use existing versions of ArcIMS 

after this time; however, we will no longer provide new releases.  Users should develop a plan 

and migrate to the ArcGIS Server and Web API technology. 

ARCGIS SERVER 10.1 

 ArcGIS Server 10.1 will be the last planned release for the ArcGIS Server Web ADFs (Application 

Developer Framework) for both Microsoft .NET and Java.  ESRI will continue supporting the Web 

ADFs during the 10.1 release cycle but only fixes to critical issues will be addressed.  No new 

functionality or enhancement requests will be addressed for the Web ADFs.  Web application 

developers are encouraged to move to a web services based pattern with the ArcGIS Web 

Mapping APIs for JavaScript, Flex, or Silverlight. 

 ArcGIS Server 10.1 will no longer support local connections (DCOM connections) from Web ADF 

applications.  ArcGIS Server 10.1 will be a web services (REST and SOAP) server only.  This will 

have an impact on: 

o The web editing functionality of default Web ADF will no longer be supported.  ArcGIS 

10.1 will continue evolving and enhancing its web editing capabilities on top of the new 

‘Feature Service’ (new in ArcGIS 10) and the ArcGIS Web Mapping APIs. 

o Custom developed applications from business partners and users using fine grained 

ArcObjects will not be supported.  Thanks to the recent enhancements in Server Object 

Extensions, developers can now migrate custom business logic written at the web 

application (Web ADF) level to custom ArcGIS Server services.  Developers will need to 
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migrate existing application logic to this web services based pattern.  ESRI has been 

recommending this approach for some time already, due to its simplicity and improved 

performance.  

o Web ADF applications using non-pooled services will not be supported.  Over the years, 

some customers have adopted a pattern for their ArcGIS Server applications that use 

non-pooled services.  This pattern has been shown not to scale. 

 ArcGIS Server 10.1 will be the last planned release for the ArcGIS Server Manager Web Mapping 

Application (Microsoft .Net and Java).  ArcGIS Server Manager includes a wizard for configuring 

out of the box web mapping applications based on Web ADF technology.  ArcGIS Server 10.1 is 

the last release of the Web Mapping Application wizard in Manager.  ESRI will continue 

supporting the ArcGIS Server Manager Application Wizard and Web Applications created with it 

during the 10.1 release cycle, but only fixes to critical issues will be addressed.  New out of the 

box applications based on the ArcGIS Web Mapping APIs, as well as a new experience for 

configuring them, will be offered as part of the ArcGIS Server 10.1 release.  

 ArcGIS Server 10.1 will no longer support 32-bit operating systems.  ArcGIS 10.1 will exclusively 

support 64-bit operating systems.  Support for 64-bit native execution across all the tiers of 

ArcGIS Server has been a long awaited feature by many of our customers.  64-bit hardware is 

the norm in today’s market and most modern ArcGIS Server deployments do in fact run on 64-

bit hardware.  ArcGIS Server 10.1 will run as a native 64-bit application exclusively requiring 64-

bit capable hardware. 

 ArcGIS 10.1 will no longer support the Solaris versions of ArcGIS Server (with the exception of 

the ArcSDE technology component).  We will continue to support the ArcSDE component of 

ArcGIS Server on the Solaris platform beyond the ArcGIS 10.1 release. 

 ArcGIS Server 10.1 is no longer support VBScript or JScript on ArcGIS Server for Linux.  VBScript 

and JScript will continue to be supported on ArcGIS Server for Microsoft Windows.  Python 

scripting will be added as a replacement for these scripting languages and ArcGIS Desktop will 

support authoring Python scripts in areas where VBScript and JScript are presently used. 

 ArcGIS Server 10.1 will no longer support publishing non-optimized map documents (MXD files).  

ArcGIS 10.1 will only support publishing optimized maps (MSDs) as that is the best practice for 

map publishing.  At ArcGIS Server 10.1, optimized map services (MSDs) will be enhanced to 

support many of the capabilities that are currently only available through MXD-based map 

services. 

ARCGIS IMAGE SERVER 10.1 

 ArcGIS 10.1 will no longer support a stand-alone ArcGIS Image Server product.  This product will 

be replaced with the ArcGIS Server Image Extension.   
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