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United States

LG ELECTRONICS EXPANDS RECYCLING TO ALL 50 STATES
In an electronics recycling policy luncheon at the Democratic National Convention hosted by Best Buy, Inc. and sponsored by several electronics manufacturers, the Electronics TakeBack Coalition, and the Product Stewardship Institute, LG Electronics shared the group’s endorsement of federal framework electronics recycling legislation and shared responsibility. LG also announced that its current recycling program, being implemented in conjunction with Waste Management subsidiary WM Recycle America, will be expanded to include drop-off sites in all 50 states. LG stated that it intends for its program to provide a cost-effective and convenient method for consumers to responsibly dispose of unwanted electronics.
LG Expands Recycling Program for Electronic Goods
Date: August 27, 2008
Source: AZoBuild.com

SAMSUNG ELECTRONICS AMERICA LAUNCHES SAMSUNG RECYCLING DIRECTSM
Electronics giant Samsung announced the rollout of a take-back and recycling (TB&R) program for consumer electronics across all of its product lines beginning October 1, 2008.  Permanent drop-off centers in all 50 states and recycling events throughout the country will allow consumers to return all electronics with the exception of home appliances, although a growing number of recycling sites will accept them in the future. Samsung is contracting directly with recyclers who share their environmental philosophy. These recyclers will not incinerate, landfill, or export toxic waste to developing countries. The Samsung Recycling Direct program joins the many TB&R programs that Samsung has already implemented for products ranging from printer cartridges to mobile phones.  
Samsung Launches SAMSUNG RECYCLING DIRECT
Date: September 3, 2008
Source: Business Wire
Samsung Launches Take-back Program
Date: September 4, 2008
Source: e-scrapnews.com

NY Pollution Prevention Institute to Assist Businesses in Implementing Green Practices

The New York State Pollution Prevention Institute (NYSP2I), a consortium of 16 research centers and universities tasked with assisting New York businesses with reducing the use of toxic chemicals and expanding methods of green manufacturing, was recently opened in Rochester, NY. The Institute, which will be headquartered at the Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT), will provide direct technical assistance and also act as a clearinghouse of information and best practices for New York companies. RIT has a successful record of helping industry to reduce the generation of hazardous wastes and minimize energy use waste while saving money. 
New York State Unveils New Pollution Prevention Institute
Date: August 22, 2008
Source: Newswire.Ascribe.org
P2 Institute to Help N.Y. Businesses to Improve Practices
Date: August 26, 2008
Source: GreenBiz.com

United Kingdom

UK House of Lords Endorses Individual Producer Responsibility

A recent report from the UK’s House of Lords Science Committee stated that efforts to reduce waste generation should be concentrated on businesses instead of targeting the public. In the UK, commercial and industrial waste comprises more of the waste stream’s waste than that from the public. The report also stated that initiatives such as adding a tax to products that use virgin materials and encouraging businesses to service and repair existing products instead of replacing them with new ones would reduce waste and move industry toward sustainable production practices. A representative from the Committee also stated that the House encourages individual producer responsibility, believing that forcing a company to face financial consequences for their actions will act as an incentive for them to improve their practices.
Government ‘should target wasteful firms’
Date: August 20, 2008
Source: PublicService.co.uk

World

The Environmental Impact of Sourcing Plastic vs. Glass vs. Aluminum Packaging

The Sustainable Packaging Coalition (SPC) defines 4 life-cycle phases that help determine the environmental impact of packaging: sourcing, manufacture, use, and end-of-life. Barry Sanel, former packaging manager of a large bottling company, took on the first, investigating the environmental impact of sourcing three different bottling options: glass, aluminum, and plastic. Mr. Sanel arrives at the conclusion that sourcing plastic has the smallest environmental impact of the three, mainly due to the energy-intensive mining needed to obtain new SiO2 for glass bottles and bauxite, the raw product that is refined to make aluminum. Though plastic (polyethylene terephthalate, or PET, in particular) is made from petroleum, petroleum products are also needed for the energy-intensive process of mining the raw materials used to make glass and aluminum as well.
Raw Sourcing: Glass, Plastic, or Aluminum?
Date: August 22, 2008
Source: EnvironmentalLeader.com
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